AP Government
Mr. Pubentz

Work: (440) 995-6942
rpubentz@mayfieldschools.org
Course Description:

	 AP Government will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States. This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific examples. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute government and politics in the United States. This class will have extensive writing and project work to gain mastery of the material. The pace will be equivalent to what you would find at the college level. The workload of the course is rigorous but not unmanageable with the right attitude and approach.  Students should be prepared to commit to approximately an hour of study a night, including weekends.  Students must master time management in order to stay on pace with the class. Since we will be looking into the why and how of government, it will be your responsibility to be familiar with text and supplemental readings. Failure to keep up with the readings will result in your lack of understanding and will limit your ability to be successful in the class as well as on the AP test in May. 


Classroom Rules:

In order to help the classroom run efficiently there must be a few rules set in place.  The first and most important rule of my classroom is Respect.   All rules of my classroom revolve around this concept.  I will give you respect if you respect me.
1. Come to class on time and prepared (Book, notebook, folder, pencil). 

2. When the bell rings I expect you to be in your seat and looking at the assignment board.  Here you will find info about the day’s agenda and homework.  
3. If you have a question or want to share your thoughts with the class, please raise your hand.  Please do not talk while your classmates or I am talking.  

4. Cell phones/MP3 players must be turned off and not visible
5. My desk is my personal space. Please do not touch my personal belongings.  Use student stapler, tape, three-hole punch. 
Course Expectations

Attendance:


You are all responsible students.  In order to receive credit for this course you must show up for class everyday and on time.  There is a large correlation between attendance and grades.   
a. Tardy:  See Student Handbook (**Stationary Hall Monitor**)
b. If you have a late slip please place it on the front table, or your signed agenda.
c. Please use the restrooms, drinking fountains, pencil sharpener, etc prior to the start of class.  There is plenty of time between classes. Our class time is very valuable to me.  If there is an emergency, simply walk out of the classroom and return as soon as you can.
You are responsible for notes, assignments, etc, missed during an absence. (See Late work policy). 
Participation:


Participation is key in this class.  This does not only mean sharing your thoughts with the class.  It also refers to completing all assignments on time, working with classmates, listening to other classmates’ ideas, following class rules etc. 

Assignments:

   
An agenda for the day will be posted on the side dry erase board, along with any assignments for that day. (Ex:  HW = Read Textbook pg. 100-105).  Students/Parents may also find information about class activities, homework, tests, etc. on my webpage.   
1. Start at Mayfield City Schools Home Page: http://www.mayfieldschools.org
2. Click on Schools

3. Click on High School

4. Click on Teacher websites
5. Click on my name (Pubentz)
6. Click on AP Government under My Classrooms:  Weekly Outline/Assignments
Late work policy:


Each assignment given in class will have a due date, usually the next day
I expect everyone to have the assignment completed by this date. 

1.  Excused absences:  One day for every day excused

2. Unexcused absence/Incomplete assignment = Late work will be accepted one week from day assignment was due with Two letter grades off.  After that time, work will NOT be accepted.
  
If you are absent for any reason, it is your responsibility to pick up the work you have missed.  Follow the following procedures
1. Review what you missed on the assignment board.

2. Pick up missing work/handouts from black trays in the back of the room labeled Monday-Friday.  Simply find the day you missed and take the work from the tray.  AP Government
3. Clarify what you missed with a classmate (Due dates, notes, etc.)

4. If you have any additional questions, please ask me after class.

5. Late/Missing work should be turned into the clear late-work box in the back of the classroom labeled AP Government.  Name and date on top.  
Discipline procedure:


If at any time your behavior interferes with the learning environment or you do not follow the classroom rules the following steps will be followed.  

1. Verbal warning and/or staying after class.
2. Parent(s) and/or guardian(s) will be notified. Lunch detention, before/after school detention may be issued.  

3. Office Referral

Grades:

Your grade will be calculated using various types of assessments including class and textbook notes, review book, class activities, and Tests.  The ratio will be approximately 25% textbook reading and class notes, 25% class activities and 50% Tests and Quizzes   I strongly encourage you to keep track of your grade by logging into Infinite Campus. 
Grading Scale:  A  = 93-100
   B+  = 87-89
  C+  = 77-79
  D+  = 67-69      F =0-59


   A​- = 90-92      B    = 83-86    C    = 73-76     D    = 63-66




   B-  = 80-82     C -  = 70-72    D -  = 60-62

**Grade point values for AP classes are weighted.  See student handbook**
Text:   American Government (Wilson, Dilulio)
	 Major Units of Study: 

          Below are the units of study and the percentage of questions that will make up the objective portion of the AP test (60 questions).
I. Constitutional Underpinnings of U.S. Government (5-15%)

II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors (10-20%) 

III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media (10-20%) 

IV. Institutions of Government:  The Congress, The Presidency, The Bureaucracy and the Federal Courts (35-45%) 

V. Public Policy (5-15%) 

VI. Civil Rights and Liberties (5-15%) 

Notes:  Approximately 25% of grade
          At the end of the unit, you will be asked to turn in your “evidence” of your unit preparation.  While many of these things will be left up to your conscience in college, we will use some “encouragement” to help enforce the necessity of reading and taking notes, going to class and taking notes, and engaging in a continuous review.  These habits will hopefully lead to a good score on the AP Test and adequate preparation for college.  You will submit the following to be graded:
Notes:  Textbook Reading and Class Notes
These notes should be kept in your notebook.  They need to be labeled with dates, topics, etc.  You need to take notes from your text reading as well as notes from class.  If you miss a day of class, it is expected that you consult a classmate to receive the information.  It is suggested to keep your classnotes and textbook notes either on corresponding pages or in separate sections of your notebook.  Many previous students have used different colors of ink to differentiate their notes.
Review Book: **Will not be graded** However, please review the material in the review book before each unit test. 
Your review book should be hilited and “marked up”.  The book also includes review questions which should be completed.  It is strongly suggested to not wait until the day before the tests to complete this.  Rather, it is suggested to complete the appropriate sections as the unit progresses.  Different review books have different amounts of information and “names” for the corresponding review information.  
Suggested Review Books:  Barron’s or Kaplan come recommended by many students, however there are other options.  In a few weeks you will receive a copy of Princeton Review’s AP Government review book.   


	Class Activities:  Approximately 25% of grade
During/outside class, we will often complete supplemental readings and/or activities.  These will be checked during the course of the unit.  If you miss class or are unable to complete these activities in class, you must complete these on your own time.  If you are absent, there will be copies of worksheets for you in the back trays.  
For a few units, we will be doing simulations.  These simulations will serve as all or a majority of your classwork grade.  You are expected to do the required preparation and participation in these simulations for credit.

Assessments:  Approximately 50% of grade

Quizzes: 

Announced and unannounced quizzes will be given in class. These quizzes will primarily cover information from assigned readings. 
Unit Test:  
At the end of each major unit there will be Test modeled after the AP exam.  This will consist of approximately 60 MC and 1 or 2 free response questions. There will be a total of 10 unit tests.  



Extra Credit

These projects will offer a chance for you to “enrich” and “extend” your learning.  This project will seek to assist as your “curve” in regards to your grade.  

Other Information

You will need Internet access throughout the course. If there is a problem here, please see me and we can work things out.

You will need to keep a separate notebook(s) just for AP Government. This notebook is needed for notes you will take each day in class and review that night as well as notes you will take while reading the textbook.  A 3 ring binder comes recommended by previous students in order to help organize all the course handouts. 
Yes, I understand the expectations and course requirements.

Student Signature _______________________ Parent Signature ________________       
Syllabus Outline for AP American Government 
1st Quarter
Unit 1 – American Political Culture
· Chapter 1 pg. 3-15

· Chapter 4 pg. 77-94

· Chapter 7 pg. 155-172

· Chapter 8 pg. 175-189

Unit 2 – Political Parties
· Chapter 9 – pg. 193-220

· Chapter 10 – pg. 223-258

2nd Quarter

Unit 3 – Interest Groups and Media

· Chapter 11 – pg. 261-283
· Chapter 12 – pg. 287-309
Unit 4 – Constitution and Federalism

· Chapter 2 – pg. 19-47
· Chapter 3 – pg. 51-73
Midterm Exam

3rd Quarter - 

Unit 5 – Presidency

· Chapter 14 – pg. 359-397

Unit 6 – Congress

· Chapter 13 – pg. 313-355

Unit 7 – Judiciary

· Chapter 16 – pg. 429-455

4th Quarter

Unit 8 – Bureaucracy

· Chapter 15 – pg. 401-425

Unit 9 – Public Policy

· Chapter 17 – pg. 461-481

· Chapter 18 – pg. 485-503

· Chapter 19 – pg. 507-521

· Chapter 20 – pg. 525-552

· Chapter 21 – pg. 555-568

Unit 10 – Civil Rights and Liberties

· Chapter 5 – pg. 99-122

· Chapter 6 – pg. 125-151

May – AP Government Test

